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This dissertation explores older adults’ civic engagement in relation to
the places where they live. Civic engagement includes formal
volunteering, political participation, informal help, associational
membership and digital forms of engagement. Using an environmental
and life-course approach, the dissertation examines how civic
engagement unfolds across time and place, with a focus on older
adults living in disadvantaged urban neighborhoods and those with
migration backgrounds. As such, life-story interviews were conducted.

Results indicate that older adults’ civic engagement in disadvantaged
urban neighborhoods is shaped by particular social and physical
neighborhood features. Furthermore, long-term residents speak about
how neighborhood changes have reduced social networks. Yet, older
adults also demonstrate agency, resilience and resistance through their
civic engagement. Next to this, older migrant’s life stories indicate that
civic engagement does not only take place in neighborhoods, but it can
be family-based or transnational as well. Overall, these findings
suggest that civic engagement is dynamic and relational, that older
adults contribute to their environments in diverse ways, and that we
need to consider a plural notion of place, not only limited to
neighborhoods, for fostering inclusive civic engagement in later life.
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