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The Master of Science in Educational Sciences at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel equips students to
become experts in supporting and guiding processes of educational change. The programme aims to
develop critical, reflective, and research-informed educationalists who can address the complexitiy of
today’s educational challenges.

Students gain in-depth knowledge of educational theories, models, and practices, and learn to design
and evaluate innovative interventions. By working on real-world issues in diverse educational contexts,
they develop the capacity to analyse complex problems and create sustainable, evidence-informed
solutions. A central focus on designing and transforming learning environments enables our graduates
to support teachers, trainers, school leaders, and policy makers in fostering learning and development
under optimal conditions, as well as in strengthening the organisational capacity of educational
institutions.

Research and practice are integrated throughout the curriculum to build competences essential for
impactful educational work. Students learn to formulate research questions, apply appropriate
methodologies, interpret findings critically, and communicate effectively with a wide range of
stakeholders. Over time, they grow into educational change agents — capable of initiating,
implementing, and evaluating interventions at multiple levels, from individual classrooms to
organisations and broader educational systems.

Aligned with the VUB’s educational vision, the programme fosters an international and multicultural
learning environment that promotes openness, critical thinking, and ethical awareness, grounded in
the principles of free enquiry and humanistic values. It combines research-informed teaching with
case studies, hands-on learning, and a substantial, practice-based internship. In the second year,
students also have the option to complete the programme fully online, including an internship abroad
— offering flexibility and autonomy in line with the VUB’s commitment to student ownership and
lifelong learning.

The programme promotes self-regulated learning, interdisciplinary thinking, and personal growth.
Students engage actively in collaborative projects and peer-learning activities. Through this approach,
graduates not only strengthen their professional expertise, but also develop the mindset of globally
engaged professionals — ready to innovate, inspire, and shape educational practices and policies in an
ever-evolving society.



