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SUMMARY

CURRICULUM VITAE

This dissertation examines educational inequality in China, with a focus 
on school engagement among disadvantaged student groups, 
particularly those in vocational high schools. Drawing on Bourdieu’s 
theory of capital and a multidimensional model of school engagement, 
the study investigates how family background, school climate, and 
structural factors shape students’ academic experiences.

Using nationally representative data and multiple empirical studies, the 
research identifies persistent and widening gaps between vocational 
and general high school students in both academic achievement and 
family background. It further highlights the critical role of school 
climate, especially teacher–student relationships, and family dynamics, 
such as parent–child relationships, in promoting student engagement.

The findings contribute to a understanding of how educational 
inequality is reproduced within tracked systems and provide evidence-
based recommendations for improving equity in vocational education. 
The study has implications for educational policy and practice in China 
and other contexts facing similar challenges.

Huiqi Hu is a PhD candidate in Education Sciences at the Vrije 
Universiteit Brussel (VUB), Belgium. Her doctoral research focuses on 
educational inequality, school engagement, vocational education, and 
disadvantaged student groups in China.
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