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Abstract 
 
The European Union’s data governance legal framework is evolving. While the General Data 

Protection Regulation (GDPR) established a harmonized regime for the lawful processing of 

personal data, subsequent instruments adopted under the 2020 European Strategy for Data, 

notably the Data Governance Act (DGA) and the Data Act, promote broader data access and 

reuse within the internal market. Although these instruments defer to the GDPR in matters of 

personal data, their new datasharing mechanisms raise questions about the interaction 

between data protection and emerging data governance objectives. 

 

This thesis examines how the personal data processing provisions introduced or referenced in 

the DGA and the Data Act relate to the legal bases set out in Articles 6 and, in particular cases, 

Article 9 GDPR. Through doctrinal analysis of EU legislation and Court of Justice case law, it 

explores how the GDPR’s normative position shapes the interpretation of newer data-related 

instruments.  

 

The analysis shows that the GDPR’s influence is context-dependent. In some settings, it 

operates as a framework regulation situated alongside other legislative acts. In contexts 

involving intensive engagement with fundamental rights, however, it may exert enhanced 

interpretative weight. Rather than treating these approaches as competing models, the thesis 

demonstrates that the GDPR’s normative authority operates along a spectrum shaped by 

regulatory context and the degree to which personal data processing implicates fundamental 

rights. 

 

Using the notion of misalignment as a descriptive tool, the thesis identifies points of tension 

arising from the interaction between data protection rules and mechanisms designed to 

facilitate data access and reuse. These tensions do not necessarily indicate incompatibility but 

may generate interpretative uncertainty or require coordination in practice. 

 

The thesis concludes that the DGA and the Data Act illustrate processes of regulatory 

adaptation within EU data law, while coherence with the GDPR remains essential where 

personal data processing is involved. By clarifying the conditions for consistent interpretation, 

the thesis contributes to scholarship on EU data law and to debates on balancing fundamental 

rights protection with data-driven innovation. 


