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Abstract of the PhD research

This research departs from a fundamental tension. On the one hand, growing housing precarity is
largely experienced as an individual issue and treated as an individual responsibility. On the other
hand, the housing crisis is often framed as a technical concern, obscuring housing’s political and
structural underpinnings as well as uneven power relations. In this context, how do collective forms
of resistance for housing justice take shape?

The research turns to Brussels as the backdrop for its empirical study, where the right to housing is
legally enshrined, yet housing politics are fragmented and growing housing precarity is largely
normalised. It asks how housing justice struggles are organized and sustained in this context. More
specifically, it focuses on movement building, autonomous renters’ organizing and the re-activation
of community archives on housing struggles to generate insights into the political claims and
collective demands which emerge from within struggle.

Situated within housing justice scholarship, this research advances housing justice as an analytical
lens through which to politicize the housing crisis and reframe it as a collective and systemic issue.
Advancing housing justice serves as a way to expand the political horizon of right-to-housing
frameworks, allowing us to understand how rights acquire meaning and political force through
collective struggle. It shows how collective action articulates moral values and demands which
extend beyond a rights discourse, and how political identities and imaginaries take shape within
these struggles. By approaching housing as a continuous process of collective struggle and political
experimentation from below, housing justice shifts the attention away from housing as an
individual or material entitlement focused on minimum sufficiency standards, and instead places
collective and radical housing responsibility at the centre.

Housing justice also acts as a methodological and epistemological red thread, centring the idea of
housing justice as research justice. The field work builds on traditions of militant ethnography as a
politically engaged method, focusing on activist participation from within struggle and rooted in
the principles of mutual aid, accountability and long-term embeddedness. Research is understood
as relational more than extractive. It becomes intertwined with the coming and goings of
movements, as well as with the everyday organisational and affective labour which makes
collective efforts possible.

Through its multi-sited militant ethnography, this dissertation reframes the right to housing
through housing justice, demonstrating how collective practices often exceed what is commonly
articulated within rights-based frameworks. In doing so, it advances housing justice as a lens
through which housing struggles become visible and politically central.
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