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Summary

Social-ecological management approaches such as Integrated Coastal Zone
Management are characterised by a landscape of ‘Islands of knowledge’
thereby lessening their integrated nature. These ‘Islands of knowledge’
express themselves both in theory and practice and can be identified by a
lack of interdisciplinarity and a lack of stakeholder participation. The
incapability or unwillingness to hold true to integration lies at the basis of
this PhD dissertation. By examining real-life examples of Integrated Coastal
Zone Management and its associated concepts of participation and
knowledge sharing in Vietnam; it is identified that the context (i.e. the
Social-ecological characteristics) of a community (local, regional, national or
international) influences the sustainability of these management
approaches. The manner in which communities are organised (based on
kinship and/or livelihood activity) influences the manner in which decisions
are made. A relationship is identified that indicates that the manner in
which decisions are made in everyday village life influences the manner in
which decisions are made within Integrated Coastal Zone Management.
Subsequently indicating that the context of a community influences the
sustainability of Integrated Coastal Zone Management. The
recommendations of this PhD dissertation therefore entail the needs to
contextualise Integrated Coastal Zone Management on the one hand to
embrace sustainability and on the other hand to remain true to integration.
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